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Constitution
Scioto County Agricultural Society
Scioto County Fairgrounds | Lucasville, Ohio

Article I – Title

Section I – The society shall be known as the Scioto County Agricultural Society.

Article II – Object

Section I – The object of this society shall be to promote and encourage agriculture, education, industry,

science, art, commerce and other interests of Scioto County which the board of directors deems proper and in

the best interests of the community.

Article III – Membership

Section I – Any adult resident of Scioto County may become a member of this society by paying annually the

membership fee fixed by the board of directors.

Section II – No person shall pay for or secure more than one membership, and that membership shall be for

himself or herself. No memberships shall be issued to corporations, organizations, partnerships or firms.

Section III – The society shall consist of not less than 30 members.

Article IV – Board of Directors

Section I – The management shall consist of a board of directors not to exceed 24 in number, who shall be

elected for a term of three years and the terms shall be so arranged that the terms of one-third of the directors

shall expire annually.

Section II – Any vacancy caused by death, resignation, removal from office, or other causes, may be filled by

the board until the next annual election when a director shall be elected to fill the unexpired term, if a qualified

candidate is available and duly nominated for the unexpired term. In event a qualified candidate is not

available at the time of the annual election the vacancy may be filled by appointment anytime during the

vacancy at a stated meeting of the board of directors. Upon retirement from the board, directors who have

served 21 years or more may receive a life-time honorary membership in recognition of their service to the

fair.

Section III – To recognize individuals who contribute to the success of the fair the board of directors may

establish associate directors. The appointment to be an honorarium, without voting rights.

Article V – Election

Section I – The annual election of the board of directors shall be held in the administration building on the

fairgrounds as determined by the Fair Board, on the last Thursday of October, each year. The election shall

be between the hours of 5 p.m. and 9 p.m., the voting place to be open at least four hours, the board of

directors having the right to fix the election hours, but normally would use the hours from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Section II – The said election shall be by ballot. Ballots must be marked with an "X" opposite the names of

each candidate voted for; otherwise, the name will not be counted.
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Section III – Only persons holding membership certificates for the year the election occurs, at least 15 days

before the date of election, may vote.

Section IV – The secretary shall furnish the election committee with a certified copy of the membership as of

15 days before the election date.

Section V – Members of the society must declare their candidacy for the office of director of the society by

filing with the secretary of the society, a petition signed by ten or more members of the society, in good

standing, at least seven days before the annual election of directors is held. Only regularly nominated

candidates who have met the filing requirements will be eligible for election as a director. Write-in names shall

be void. Petitions must be obtained from the secretary.

Section VI – The term of office of the retiring directors shall expire and that of the electors-elect shall begin on

January 1 of each year, or until their successors are elected and qualified.

Section VII – To qualify for the nomination and election as a director each candidate must have been a

member of the society for at least two years. The candidate must have been a resident of Scioto County,

Ohio, for at least two years. The candidate must have exhibited some interest in the Scioto County Fair,

agriculture, science, art, education, industry or commerce of Scioto County. In selecting candidates for

director, members of the society must consider the candidate's qualifications and determine "will the

nomination and election of the candidate be for the best interests of the society, the county fair and the

community."

Article VI – Annual Meeting of Membership

Section I – The Annual Meeting of the Membership of the Scioto County Agricultural Society shall be held the

last Thursday of October, each year at 7:30 p.m. The annual meeting place may be at the administration

building on the Fair Grounds or in the office of the Scioto County Commissioners in the Court House at

Portsmouth, Ohio, the place to be selected by the Board of Directors at a previous meeting of the board.

Section II – At this meeting, the officers and directors of the society shall make reports to the membership of

the society concerning the past fair and make recommendations for the betterment of future fairs. The

members shall be given opportunity to make suggestions and recommendations for the improvement of the

society and its fair. Directors shall be elected for the terms expiring December 31, of the current year. The

said election shall be by ballot. Ballots must be marked with an "X" opposite the name of each candidate

voted for; otherwise, the name will not be counted.

Section III – Only persons holding membership certificates for the year the election occurs, at least 15 days

before the date of election, may vote.

Section IV – The secretary shall furnish the election committee with a certified copy of the membership as of

15 days before the election date.

Section V – Members of the society must declare their candidacy for the office of director of the society by

filing with the secretary of the society, a petition signed by ten or more members of the society, in good

standing, at least seven days before the annual election of directors is held. Only regularly nominated

candidates who have met the filing requirements will be eligible for election as a director. Write-in names shall

be void. Petitions must be obtained from the secretary.

Section VI – The term of office of the retiring directors shall expire and that of the electors-elect shall begin on

January 1 of each year, or until their successors are elected and qualified.

Section VII – To qualify for the nomination and election as a director each candidate must have been a

member of the society for at least two years. The candidate must have been a resident of Scioto County,
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Ohio, for at least two years. The candidate must have exhibited some interest in the Scioto County Fair,

agriculture, science, art, education, industry or commerce of Scioto County. In selecting candidates for

director, members of the society must consider the candidate's qualifications and determine "will the

nomination and election of the candidate be for the best interests of the society, the county fair and the

community."

Article VII – Organization and Meetings

Section I – The board of directors after the annual meeting of the Scioto County Agricultural Society shall fix

the date, time and place for the organization of the board. The meeting may be held in the administration

building on the Fair Grounds or in the office of the Scioto County Commissioners in the Court House at

Portsmouth. The board shall elect a president, first and second vice-presidents, secretary and treasurer. The

president, vice-presidents and treasurer terms of office shall be for one year and the term of the secretary

shall be for not more than three years, as the board may determine. Each officer shall serve until their

successors are duly elected and qualified. The offices of secretary and treasurer may be compatible and held

by one and the same person.

Section II – The president and vice presidents shall be directors. The secretary and treasurer may or may not

be directors.

Section III – The board of directors at the annual meeting each year shall elect an executive committee,

consisting of the officers of the board and five directors who are not officers. The chairman of the executive

committee shall be elected from the five directors who are not officers of the board. The secretary of the board

shall serve as secretary of the executive committee.

Section IV – Except in cases deemed emergencies by the executive committee, its acts shall be subject to

approval of the board of directors. Emergency actions taken by the committee must be reported to the board

at its next meeting. It is the intent of the board that its executive committee consider problems confronting the

board and make recommendations to the board.

Section V – In cases deemed emergencies by the executive or the grounds committees, an expenditure of

not more than $500 may be authorized by either committee. Such emergency expenditures shall be reported

to the board at its next meeting.

Section VI – Before the election of officers the newly elected directors shall qualify by taking the following

oath before a competent authority: "I do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United

States, the Constitution of Ohio, laws of Ohio and rules and regulations of the Department of Agriculture of

Ohio pertaining to agricultural societies and to the best of my ability perform the duties of director of the Scioto

County Agricultural Society, so help me God."

Section VII – The position of president of the society being one of great honor, the office after the expiration

of the tenure of the 1956 incumbent, shall not be held by the same person for more than two consecutive

years.

Section VIII – Directors of the Scioto County Fair Board may be compensated for work or service performed

for the Fair Board; for furnishing materials and supplies ordered by the Fair Board and for rental of equipment

when authorized by the board, or its committees in charge of the project.

Article VIII – Amendments

Section I – Amendments to the constitution or by-laws may be proposed by: (a) A majority of the board of

directors at a scheduled meeting voting in favor of placing an amendment on the ballot; or (b) the filing of a

petition with the secretary of the society at least 14 days prior to the annual meeting of the membership of the
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society. Said petition must set forth the proposed amendment and must be signed by not less than 25

members of the society.

Section II – If an amendment is proposed, it shall be submitted to the membership of the society at the

annual meeting of the membership of the society.

Section III – When more than one amendment shall be submitted at the same time, they shall be so

submitted as to enable the members to vote on each amendment separately.

Section IV – If the majority of the membership voting on the proposed amendment shall adopt such

amendment, it shall become a part of the constitution or by-laws.

Article IX – Compensation

Section I – The compensation of the board members shall be fixed by the board in accordance with the rules

of the Ohio Department of Agriculture.

Section II – Directors may be paid $8 per meeting, not to exceed 12 meetings each year. Directors may

waive attendance fees or direct fees to be contributed to a fund to be used as the Board desires.

Section III – The board of directors shall fix compensation for the secretary and treasurer on an annual basis.

If the board desires, it may pay compensation to the president and to the fair manager.

Article X – Bonds

Section I – The secretary shall post a surety bond in an amount approved by the board of directors. If the

offices of secretary and treasurer are held by the same person, one bond of $5,000 shall be sufficient.

Section III – The board may require surety bonds of any or all employees who handle cash belonging to the

society.

Section IV – The board shall carry holdup insurance of not more than the amount deemed advisable,

effective three days before, during and three days after the fair.

Section V – Premiums for bonds of its officers and employees and insurance shall be paid by the society.

Article XI – Fair Dates

Section I – The board of directors shall fix the dates for the annual exposition of the society, subject to

approval of the Ohio director of agriculture, on or before December 1 of each year.

Notice of Election of Fair Directors
Scioto County Agricultural Society will hold its annual meeting at 7:30 p.m. on the last Thursday of October in the
Administration Building on the Lucasville Fairgrounds. Society members will elect directors of the Scioto County Fair
Board. Voting will be in the Administration Building between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. Candidates for
director must have been members of the society for at least two (2) years preceding the election date. Candidate
petitions must be signed by at least ten (10) members of the society. Petitions may be obtained from the secretary
and must be filed at least seven (7) days before the annual election.


